
Verbs to Guide Your Writing 

Resources: Adapted and modified from:  On Course; One Dozen Common Words 2020; Center For Teaching https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/blooms-

taxonomy/  and TEA Texas Essential of Knowledge and Skills. 

 

 
 

Bloom’s  To Do Verbs What to Do Examples Questions You may have to 
answer  

 
 

             Create 
  

Evaluate 
 

Analyze 
 

Apply 
 

Understand 
 

Remember 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Define Clearly and specifically state the 
meaning of something. 

Define the meaning of culture 
 
Define Lifecycle 

2. Describe In descriptive and supporting 
details tell about something 

Describe the effort of the women 
suffragette’s movement for voting rights. 

3. Discuss (or 
Explain) 
Why 

In detail provide an explanation 
showing cause/reason for 

Explain (or tell) why Maslow’s theory of 
hierarchy of needs is related to motivation. 
 
Explain why it is important to wash your 
hands. 

4. Discuss (or 
Explain) 
Effect 

Provide the results of 
something. 

Explain how foreign policies affected 
economic issues such as the Open-Door 
Policy. 

5. Discuss (or 
Explain) 
How 

Provide the step-by-step or 
details of a process. 

Describe the stages of planning  

6. Compare Show the similarities of two or 
more things (or the differences). 

Compare the similarities of potential and 
kinetic energy. 
 
Compare the differences of potential and 
kinetic energy. 

7. Contrast Show the differences between 
two or more 
things/ideas/situations. 

Distinguish the different forms of media in 
advertising. 

8. Explain 
 

Make it clear, easy to follow or 
easily understood by the reader. 

Explain the characteristics and the purpose 
of a marketing/information system. 

9. Apply Provide an example of. Demonstrate transformation of energy such 
as batteries and how they change from 
chemical energy to electrical energy to light 
energy in a flashlight. 

10. Analyze Identify the parts of something 
and explain how those part 
contribute to the whole. 

Analyze the data collected and come up 
with a reasonable explanation, valid 
conclusion and identify a pattern? 

11. Evaluate Examine and test strengths and 
weaknesses, provide reasons. 

Evaluate details to determine what is 
important and why. 

12. Summarize  Highlight of main points only 
in a condensed version.  

 

 


